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Task description 

H2020 regional Middle East info-day 

 

This task foresees the organization of one regional event to be hosted by a partner country 

from the Middle East, to be held in late 2015 – early 2016, however in coincidence of the 

publication of H2020 WP 2016-1017. Around 60 people coming from the whole region will 

be invited to attend the event, and will be conducted along an event organised by another 

project with pertinent objectives to reduce the costs. Invitees will include young researchers, 

innovators, SMEs, institutional representatives and relevant stakeholders. The info-day will 

last half a day and will provide a general overview on H2020 main objectives, instruments, 

thematic coverage, with a focus on Work Programme 2016-2017. This session will be 

streamed on-line on the Project web-platform with the possibility of a simultaneous fast-track 

Question and Answers session, which will be made available for the public after the event. 

One representative from the EC and one representative of the national institution of the 

country hosting the event will attend the opening ceremony. The event will be promoted and 

covered through live-twitting sessions and other story-telling digital instruments. 

 

(Task responsible: EMUNI, contributing partners: EFB, S-COM, CNRS, MHESR, IRAMOT) 
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MERID kick-off meeting 

On Friday 13
th

, 2015, the Kick-off of the MERID (Middle East Research and Innovation 

Dialogue) took place in Portorož (Slovenia). MERID is a Horizon 2020 project coordinated 

by Euro Mediterranean University (EMUNI) in Slovenia. 

MERID seeks to boost existing collaboration frameworks between the EU and Middle East 

countries while creating new channels and forging new links, especially with countries that 

are newcomers to EU cooperation in research and innovation. MERID’s ultimate goal is to 

employ research and innovation as channels for intercultural dialogue, understanding and 

reconciliation.  

MERID involves diverse partners from the EU Member States, and in addition to Egypt, 

Jordan, Lebanon and Palestine also Iran and Iraq. Participation of the latter is of particular 

importance as the MERID project represents the very first attempt to systematise support to 

the policy dialogue and engagement of research communities of Iran and Iraq in EU’s 

programmes for Research and Innovation. MERID adopts Science Diplomacy as a tool to 

deliver long-term impact and structuring effects on cooperation between the EU and the 

Middle East region. Its focus is primarily on the direct cooperation among researchers and 

policy makers while striving to establish preconditions for fostering joint research projects 

and initiatives with the EU.  

During the kick-off meeting, the president of EMUNI, Prof. Dr. Abdelhamid El-Zoheiry, 

stressed the importance of the project as the very first attempt to involve researchers from the 

wider Middle East (with particular focus on Iran and Iraq) and a bridge of science diplomacy 

among between researchers and research institutions from the Middle East and the EU. As 

underlined by the project officer at the European Commission, Ms. Tanya Dimitrova, the 

MERID project represents an important turning point as it will contribute to the creation of a 

comprehensive strategy in order to further enhance cooperation between the European Union 

and Middle East in the future.  

This report was sent to CORDIS News by S-COM partner and can be found at 

http://cordis.europa.eu/news/home_en.html. 
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Training event and Horizon 2020 info-day, Cairo, Egypt 

CIHEAM (in cooperation with MHESR, Egypt) organized MERID training event on Horizon 

2020 programme of the European Union in synergy with the MedSpring project 

(Mediterranean Science, Policy, Research & Innovation Gateway, FP7-INCO-2012-1) and 

INCONTACT project (both funded by the DG Research and Innovation of the European 

Commission). Event took place from 28 to 30 October 2015 in Cairo (Egypt) with intention to 

support networking and cooperation in Research & Innovation between European, 

Mediterranean and Middle Eastern countries.  

The event brought together 29 participants, along with speakers and trainees from 9 different 

countries: Algeria, Egypt, Jordan, Iraq, Italy, Lebanon, Morocco, Palestine and Tunisia. The 

main goal of the training was to strengthen the capacity building of institutions to be able to 

participate in Horizon 2020 programme. The training and info-day were (taking place back to 

back) successfully contributed to the promotion of networking and dialogue between the EU 

member states, Southern Mediterranean countries and the Middle Eastern countries. 

The overall objectives of the training can be summarized as following:  

- to improve the quality of the Southern Mediterranean partner countries’ participation 

in the Horizon 2020 Programme; 

- to increase the knowledge about the administrative management of Horizon 2020 

projects; 

- to encourage research and innovation institutions to collaborate in the horizon 2020 

consortia. 

Report on event can be found at: 

- MERID website: http://meridproject.eu/training-and-capacity-building-on-horizon-

2020-agenda/  
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Training event and Horizon 2020 info-day, Naples, Italy 

CIHEAM (in cooperation with EMUNI and EfB) organized MERID training event on 

Horizon 2020 programme of the European Union in synergy with the MedSpring project 

(Mediterranean Science, Policy, Research & Innovation Gateway, FP7-INCO-2012-1) 

(funded by the DG Research and Innovation of the European Commission). Event took place 

from 25 to 27 November 2015 in Naples (Italy). The aim of the training was to equip the 

participant with relevant information and knowledge about the research and innovation 

policies in the Mediterranean region and how to transfer them from project ideas to 

realisation. The main emphasis was on Horizon 2020 programme of the European Union, 

which is the main European financial mechanism for supporting the research and innovation 

actions. 

Event was attended by 45 participants, coming from 18 countries (Algeria, Belgium, Egypt, 

Germany, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Italy, Jordan, Lebanon, Malta, Morocco, Palestine, Portugal, 

Slovenia, Tunisia, Turkey and UK). Programme’s sessions were designed to address the 

innovation process from the idea to a project. Guest speakers and trainers focused on concept 

of innovation system, markets, technology transfer, IPR (intelectual property rights), risk 

management, building partnerships etc. In addition to these topics, a particular attention was 

paid to the previous EU funded projects, related to research and innovation. It was important 

to stress the good practices in order to share the EU experience with participants, coming 

from the Southern Mediterranean and the Middle East. 

 

Besides the training, a substential amount of time was reserved to explore and present the 

financial instruments that support the innovation related projects. Therefore a presentation of 

the Horizon 2020 of the European Union was presented and used as an example of one of core 

financial support mechanisms in the European Union. Moreover, a particular small-scale 

sessions were organized to assure the participants to meet, discuss and form potential 

consortia. 

Report on event can be found at: 

- MERID website: http://meridproject.eu/training-on-innovation/  
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MERID regional event, Tehran, Iran 

The Iranian Association for Management of Technology (IRAMOT) launched its 5
th

 

International IRAMOT Conference that was held on December 16-17, 2015 in Teheran. The 

conference has the overall aim of providing a new platform which brings together the global 

community in the field of Management of Technology. In this light, the theme of this year's 

conference was “Learning and Technological Innovation in Large Enterprises and 

Networks”. The topics discussed included: The Linkage of Innovation Strategy with Business 

Strategy, Inter-organizational and International Technological Networks, Learning and 

Technological Innovation in Large Enterprises and Networks in the Context of a Resilient and 

Knowledge-based Economy, Mechanisms of Financing for Technological Development in 

Large Enterprises and Network and the Role of Intellectual Property in Learning and 

Technological Innovation in large Enterprises and Networks. 

IRAMOT Conference was attended by 800 Iranian and foreign participants of various 

backgrounds, ranging from education field (Universities, Research Institutes, Think-Thanks) 

to Government and Non-Government sector (Policy makers, NGOs, Associations) to 

economy, finance and scientific field. During the Conference, participants presented 

submitted articles and exchanged good practices from the field. 

Prior to the Conference, EMUNI, in co-operation with the IRAMOT, organized MERID 

(Middle East Research and Innovation Dialogue) event, dedicated to Information session 

about the project and the Horizon 2020 programme of the European Commission. The event 

served as the first overview of the insights of political dialogue between Research Institutions 

in Iran and the European Union. Moreover, the event served to present the Horizon 2020 

programme of the European Union to the Iranian research community. Researchers, coming 

from different fields (e. g. energy, water, oil sector, business, research& innovation, academia 

etc.), were equipped with basic information about opportunities, arising from H2020 

programme, rules of cooperation, how to find partners etc. The meeting was attended by over 

40 participants. 

Report on event can be found at: 

- MERID website: http://meridproject.eu/  

- EMUNI website: http://www.emuni.si/en/news/emuni-present-iramot-conference-iran  

- IRAMOT website: http://www.iramot.ir/en  
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Palestinian Research Week 

Islamic University of Gaza (IUG), MERID partner, participated at the Palestinian Research 

Week from 16 to 18 April 2016 in Gaza. The event aimed at: 

- promoting the cooperation between the Palestinian and EU research communities; 

- strengthening relations between Palestinian research institutions; 

- equipping Palestinian researchers with information about the cooperation with the 

European counterparts; 

- presenting the Horizon 2020 Programme of the European Union as one of the financial 

support mechanisms. 

The event served to present the MERID project and particularly the basic information about 

the Horizon 2020 programme. The IUG as MERID local partner used the opportunity of the 

event to encourage the Palestinian research and innovation institutions to participate in 

consortia with EU conterparts and thus contribute in their capacity building.  

Report on event can be found at: 

- MERID website: http://meridproject.eu/merid-participates-in-research-week-held-at-

iug/  
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MERID regional event, Barcelona, Spain 

EMUNI in cooperation with ESADE Business and Law School (MERID partner) organized 

the conference on 12 May 2016 with the title “Migration, Diaspora and Brain Circulation – 

Drivers for EU-Mediterranean Cooperation” to address the role of diaspora in intercultural 

dialogue, trust-building and development cooperation between the European Union, Southern 

Mediterranean and the Middle East countries. Interactive discussions and lively debates 

examined the potential use of Diaspora as bridges for building trust and catalysts for 

cooperation and partnership in the Euro-Mediterranean region and Middle East. The event 

also aimed at employing science diplomacy in exploring new avenues of cooperation, 

particularly with Iran and Iraq. 

The event, which was hosted by the ESADE Business School in Barcelona, hosted over 130 

high profile participants, including heads of international organizations, rectors and vice-

rectors of universities, senior academics and officials as well as policy-makers from 29 

countries and international organisations. 

Three lively panels including 18 high-profile panellists discussed the constructive use of brain 

circulation to advance scientific cooperation and unleash the untapped potential of the 

Mediterranean and Middle Eastern scientific communities. By employing science, technology 

and innovation in addressing the cross-cutting societal challenges of water and renewable 

energy in the region, the panel organised through the MERID project offered new avenues 

and identified potential obstacles for EI-Middle East cooperation. Resulting from the fruitful 

discussions, a set of recommendations of how to surpass the remaining obstacles in 

cooperation between the European and the Middle Eastern research communities were 

compiled and presented. Many contributions, inputs, ideas, statements and interventions can 

be found on EMUNI’s twitter profile and under the hashtag #braincirculation. 

The event also served to present the possibilities within Horizon 2020 programme of the 

European Union, with particular emphasis on calls on water and energy. On 13 May 2016, a 

particular round table was organized with the Middle East researchers, where possibilities of 

cooperation were discussed. 

Report on event can be found at: 

- MERID website: http://meridproject.eu/  

- EMUNI website: http://www.emuni.si/en/annual-conference/2016-barcelona-spain 

- Europa Press: http://www.europapress.es/otr-press/cronicas/noticia-flujo-refugiados-

puede-ser-oportunidad-construir-puentes-expertos-20160513154752.html 

- Empresa Exterior: http://empresaexterior.com/not/58332/expertos-de-oriente-medio-y-

la-ue-en-esade-ldquo-el-flujo-de-refugiados-puede-ser-una-oportunidad-para-

construir-puentes-rdquo-/es/ 

- El dia: http://eldia.es/agencias/8682447-flujo-refugiados-puede-ser-oportunidad-

construir-puentes-expertos 

- ESADE website: http://www.esade.edu/web/eng/about-

esade/today/news/viewelement/321886/1/middle-eastern-and-european-experts-at-

esade:-the-flow-of-refugees-can-be-an-opportunity-to-build-bridges 
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- El País: 

http://elpais.com/elpais/2016/06/03/planeta_futuro/1464953368_089665.html?id_exte

rno_rsoc=TW_CC 

- Huffington Post article:  

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/aylin-unver-noi/alternative-diplomacy-

in_b_10276042.html 
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Euro-Mediterranean Brokerage and Venturing Event on Research and Innovation, 

Bari, Italy 

CIHEAM (in cooperation with EMUNI) organized the Euro-Mediterranean brokergae and 

venturing event on research and innovation in synergy with the MedSpring project 

(Mediterranean Science, Policy, Research & Innovation Gateway, FP7-INCO-2012-1) 

(funded by the DG Research and Innovation of the European Commission). Event took place 

from 26 to 27 May 2016 in Bari (Italy). The aim of the event was to bring the idea carriers 

from the Euro-Mediterranean countries and potential investors (i. e. clusters) at one place to 

meet, discuss the potential cooperation and exchange good practices. One of the goals of the 

event was to discuss the collaboration within different financial mechanisms, among them the 

Horizon 2020 Programme of the European Union. One of the main emphasis of the event was 

to bridge between different stakeholders and form future consortia for project. 

Objectives of the event can be summarized as following: 

- to express interests and offers for cooperation among EU-Mediterranean-Middle East 

innovation stakeholders; 

- to present innovative ideas to potential investors from EU-Mediterranean-Middle East 

countries; 

- to develop technology and business partnerships as well as joint participation in 

European research projects having a strong connotation in innovation. 

Over 30 idea carriers (Young entrepreneurs/researchers with a business plan) from Egypt, 

Iran, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Morocco and Tunisia attended the event, which also serves as 

platform for match-making. Pitch-format sessions were focused to discuss the H2020 open 

calls and to increase the consortium building capacities of participating stakeholders. 

Report on event can be found at: 

- MERID website: http://meridproject.eu/euro-mediterranenan-brokerage-and-

venturing-event-on-research-and-innovation/  
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Conclusion 

The project task, related to the H2020 info days were successfully accomplished in the first 

half of the project lifetime. MERID consortium members organized 7 major events which 

brought together over 400 participants from Europe, Southern Mediterranean countries and 

the Middle East (including Iran and Iraq). With the purpose to multiply the effects, these 

events were jointly organized in synergy with other EU funded projects, e. g. MedSPRING 

and INCONTACT. By organizing events in synergy we managed to attract more participants, 

enable more participants to attend the events, reach greater audience, make better promotion 

of MERID project and involve more stakeholders than foreseen in the application. During the 

events, MERID partners did not only set forth the information and structure of the Horizon 

2020 programme, but also stressed those calls that are relevant for stakeholders. Trainings and 

coaching sessions were used as complementary activities to transform the theoretic 

knowledge about the H2020 programme into practice (how to participate, where to find 

partners, how to form consortia, what rules apply etc.). 

 

Info-day activities were fully supported by on-line platform, where interested public could 

find relevant information about the MERID project and the H2020 programme. For this 

purpose, we are using social media (LinkedIn, Twitter and Facebook) in order to assure the 

smooth and up-to-date information. 


