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Executive Summary  

 

The main aims of the MERID project included the promotion of the policy dialogue between 

EU and the Middle East countries, as well as the promotion of EU’s Framework Programme 

for Research and Innovation ‘H2020’ in the region and the support to researchers for 

increasing their participation in this very competitive Programme.  

 

For achieving its goals, the MERID project organized a series of activities including desk 

research and surveys, interviews with key stakeholders, information days, brokerage events 

among researchers, etc. and ultimately, based on all the aforementioned activities, the 

project prepared the policy paper “Future EU-ME Cooperation Opportunities: 

Recommendations for an enhanced EU-Middle East STI Cooperation” (Del. 2.5).  

 

The present report (Del. 2.4) provides an overview with focus on the conclusions, of the 

main meetings organized under the project, which decisively contributed to the 

understanding of the expectations, obstacles and opportunities for enhancing the EU-

Middle East STI cooperation.  

 

The meetings presented in this report include the following:  

 The ‘H2020 Regional Middle East Info-Day’, Tehran, Iran - 15 December 2015; 

 The EMUNI Annual Conference 2016 & MERID Regional Event “Migration, Diaspora 

and    Brain Circulation- Drivers for EU-Mediterranean Co-operation in Science, 

Technology and Innovation”, Barcelona, Spain, 12 May 2016; 

 The MERID regional event “Towards enhancing framework conditions for 

cooperation between the European Union and the Middle East”, Beirut, Lebanon, 1 

December 2016; 

 The “Brainstorming meeting for recommendations for an enhanced EU-Middle East 

STI   Cooperation”, Piran, Slovenia, 5 April 2017. 

 

The conclusions from these meetings constituted a major input for preparing the 

aforementioned Recommendations (Del. 2.5).  
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1. Introduction 

 

A major pillar of MERID’s activities was dedicated to the better understanding of the 

Research and Innovation governance in the Middle East region, to the identification of 

active stakeholders in the region, as well as to the reviewing the state of affairs of the 

collaboration of the Middle East countries with EU in order to identify best practices, to set 

priorities and to assess the needs for further promoting the EU-Middle East STI cooperation.  

 

For fulfilling this goal, a series of networking meetings were organized, bringing together 

various stakeholders and experts, that jointly addressed key issues of the EU – Middle East 

STI cooperation. This activity was complemented by a series of interviews (via web, phone 

and face to face in certain cases) in order to create a solid basis for ultimately preparing the 

policy paper “Future EU-ME Cooperation Opportunities: Recommendations for an enhanced 

EU-Middle East STI Cooperation” (Del. 2.5).  

 

The present report summarizes the conclusions of the most important networking meetings 

that have been organized under the MERID project, which constituted a valuable input for 

preparing the aforementioned Recommendations.  

   

 

2. Methodology 

 

The input for this report is based on the agendas, minutes and conclusions of the following 

four meetings:  

a) The ‘H2020 Regional Middle East Info-Day’, Tehran, Iran - 15 December 2015; 

b) The EMUNI Annual Conference 2016 & MERID Regional Event “Migration, Diaspora 

and    Brain Circulation- Drivers for EU-Mediterranean Co-operation in Science, 

Technology and Innovation”, Barcelona, Spain, 12 May 2016; 

c) The MERID regional event “Towards enhancing framework conditions for 

cooperation between the European Union and the Middle East”, Beirut, Lebanon, 1 

December 2016; 

d) The “Brainstorming meeting for recommendations for an enhanced EU-Middle East 

STI   Cooperation”, Piran, Slovenia, 5 April 2017.  
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3. Main Findings  

 

a) H2020 Regional Middle East Info Day 

 

The “H2020 Regional Middle East Info-Day” was organized by the MERID partner in Iran 

(Iranian Association for Management of Technology - IRAMOT) in cooperation with the 

coordinator EMUNI, CeRISS and ESADE, on December 15, 2015 in Shahid Beheshti University 

(Tehran). The event had a dual objective: on one hand to present H2020 and the 

participation opportunities for the Iranian researchers and, on the other hand, to acquire a 

better understanding of the STI landscape in Iran in order to feed the MERID Stocktaking 

Report that was under preparation.  The event was attended by more than 50 participants 

with various affiliations, including policy makers and research actors.  

 

During the event, the following topics were presented and discussed:  

 General overview of H2020, with emphasis on opportunities and open calls for 

Iranian and Iraqi researchers and other relevant stakeholders; 

 Role and instruments of MERID in supporting Iranian/Iraqi participation to H2020; 

 Recent developments and trends in the Iranian STI system's structure, governance, 

strategy, priorities and international cooperation. 

 

The presentations were followed by a long and lively Questions & Answer session, showing 

the strong interest of the STI community in Iran to revive the cooperation with EU after 

almost a decade of isolation due to the international sanctions against the country. By 

coincidence, the same day it was announced that the file against Iran was closed by the 

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in Vienna, paving the way for the removal of the 

sanction and therefore allowing a stronger EU – Iran cooperation. 

 

The event was followed by a meeting at the Ministry of Science, Research and Techhology, 

not initially foresee, which can be interpreted as a signal of the political will to intensify the 

cooperation with EU. 

 

The major conclusions that can be drawn from this networking meeting include the 

following: 

- There is considerable research potential in the country, despite the damage created 

by the sanctions and the related economic difficulties that are reflected in the low 

level of financing of the research sector.  

- A large well-educated (and fluent in English) research community exists in the 

country. There is a large number of Universities (and discussions/plans for merging 



 

7 

 

some of them), involving a huge number of students and young researchers 

particularly interested in the cooperation with EU.  

- Innovation is a key priority in the country: it is mentioned in all discussions with 

policy makers and a large annual conference is organized on that theme. However, 

concrete steps to stimulate innovation (e.g. programmes) are still extremely weak, 

due to budgetary restrictions.  

- The industry (including the Oil industry) suffers from insufficient investments that 

resulted in ageing of the installations. In addition, there are weak ties to the 

academic and research sectors that could stimulate innovation.  

 

This event held in December 2015 was the pioneer in the revival of the STI relations with EU. 

It is characteristic that two other events followed within 18 months, organized by the EC, 

and focussing on H2020 and on Academic cooperation.   

 

 

b) EMUNI Annual Conference 2016 & MERID Regional Event  

“Migration, Diaspora and Brain Circulation- Drivers for EU-Mediterranean Co-operation in 

Science, Technology and Innovation” 

 

The event was organized as an umbrella event hosting the EMUNI’s 2016 Annual 

Conference and General Assembly, and the regional event of MERID. It addressed the role of 

diaspora in intercultural dialogue, trust-building and development of cooperation between 

EU, Southern Mediterranean and the Middle East countries. In particular, the discussions 

focused on the utilization of diaspora as a bridge for building trust, and as a catalyst for 

cooperation and partnership between the Euro-Mediterranean Region and the Middle East. 

In addition, the event aimed at employing science diplomacy in exploring new avenues of 

cooperation with Iran and Iraq.  

 

The event was based on the following panel discussions:  

1) Implications of Migration and Diaspora for Regional Science and Innovation:  Challenges 

and opportunities offered by migration and the effect of diaspora in fostering STI co-

operation; 

2) Energy and Water as Key Societal Challenges and Opportunities for STI Co-operation: 

Latest scientific developments and researcher’s opinion on specific fields for co-operation;  

3) Implications of Brain Circulation and Diaspora for Science, Technology and Innovation 

cooperation: Role of brain circulation as a driver of co-operation in the region, exploration 
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of possible stakeholders and entry points for a more nuanced policy-making targeting 

synergies with diaspora.  

 

During the discussions, the difficulties faced by researchers in Middle East countries 

(especially for Iran and Iraq) to contact EU researchers for setting-up joint projects were also 

highlighted.  

 

The conclusions of the event include the following recommendations (in Italics), which are 

of particular relevance for the EU – Middle East STI cooperation:  

 There is need to foster dialogue between scientists and policymakers to increase the 

rationality of public policy; 

 Adaptation of STI policies to local contexts is necessary; 

 Involving all stakeholders (e.g. business, researchers, end users, civil society, etc.) in 

research planning is important in order to achieve a more effective research system, 

contributing to sustainable development. It is true that consultation processes are in 

most cases missing when developing new policies in the Middle East countries (and 

not only). Policies are developed using a top-down approach that do not guarantee 

their pertinence and do not develop the most favourable conditions for their 

implementation due to lack of ownership from the research community and society.  

 There is need to identify bottlenecks in the implementation of existing research 

policies before embarking in new research agendas. This is also an often observed 

pattern in the Middle East countries (and in several EU MS): the highest political 

level has a preference in the development of ‘new policies’ and initiatives rather 

than looking carefully on the weaknesses and bottlenecks of the existing ones. 

Approaches like ex-post programme evaluation are often inexistent.  

 Building trust between science and policy by improving the transparency of STI 

governance. A key point here is the introduction competitive funding mechanisms 

and of peer review principles when evaluating research proposals. Such mechanisms 

are weakly developed in most Middle East countries.  

 Focusing on local capacity-building is important for the implementation of new 

technologies and for determining local needs in terms of research funding and 

priorities. Local capacity building is a key element for mid- to long-term sustainable 

development and it is essential to rely to such capacity for the identification of 

priorities and for the necessary funding for them. In several cases priorities are 

either determined by international donors or are biased by influential international 

cooperation partners.  

 There is need to create links between hard sciences, social sciences and humanities to 

improve the communication and the outreach of the research outcomes. Improving 
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the communication of the research outcomes and impact constitutes an urgent need 

in all Middle East countries. The societies need to understand the role and benefits 

of a strong STI system in order to create favourable conditions for an increase of the 

investments in STI that are currently extremely low in all Middle East countries.  

 

c) MERID regional event:  

“Towards enhancing framework conditions for cooperation between the European Union 

and the Middle East” 

 

The MERID regional event: Towards enhancing framework conditions for cooperation 

between the European Union and the Middle East took place on 1 December 2016 (Beirut) 

and was hosted by the National Center for Scientific Research (CNRS-Lebanon). The event 

aimed to discuss about the remaining obstacles in international STI cooperation between 

the EU and Middle Eastern countries, and to capitalize on the already existing collaboration 

frameworks. The discussions tackled challenges and opportunities in the existing framework 

conditions towards STI cooperation between the EU and ME countries with a thematic focus 

on energy, in two Panels as follows:    

 

Panel I addressed the state-of-affairs in intellectual property rights, scientific visas and open 

access. Experts from Iran, Iraq, Syria and Lebanon presented their experiences in tackling 

these issues and shared information about their national regulatory frameworks and 

highlighted possible points for policy intervention. The panel’s discussions concluded in two 

major points:  

 There is no single regulatory prescription for these issues but they  provide a space 

for synergies amongst EU and ME countries;  

 Funding for research is below the necessary level. Moreover, the funding flow is 

uncertain and subject to changes every year, not allowing sound planning and 

implementation.  

 

Panel II focused on issues of technology & innovation management and cooperation in the 

field of renewable energy. The panel discussed on concrete projects in order to see how the 

topics addressed in Panel I affect the cooperation in practice, on a specific research field. 

The panel’s discussions concluded in two major points:  

 Cooperation with EU already exists through particular projects addressing 

renewable energy;  

 However, there is a need for further developing trust building activities between 

EU-ME institutions. 
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d) Brainstorming meeting for recommendations for an enhanced EU-Middle East STI   

Cooperation 

 

The meeting was co-organised by CeRISS and EMUNI on April 5 in Piran (Slovenia) and 

involved selected experts including the MERID Advisory Board members. The aim was to 

have an open discussion/brainstorming about the development of recommendations (Del. 

2.5), based on the available at that time findings from a wide variety of activities 

implemented by the project (reviews and deliverables, workshops, interviews, etc.). The 

discussion was oriented towards issues such as: obstacles and opportunities for 

collaboration within H2020, synergies with bilateral cooperation programmes, possibilities 

for funding capacity building actions (e.g. with DEVCO/ENI). The key messages that emerged 

from the brainstorming meeting include the following:   

 

Info Days and NCPs:  

It is commonly expressed that the importance of (typical) Info Days and NCPs is maybe 

overemphasized. In practice, H2020 project participations mostly originate from invitations 

from EU and to a lesser extent by Info Days or NCP assistance.  

 

It has been noted that currently the interest towards H2020 is not at sufficient levels, even 

for countries which have long lasting cooperation with EU (e.g. the Mediterranean Partner 

countries). In order to stimulate such interest, it was recommended to organise general Info 

Days addressing the broader scientific community. In addition, it was suggested that 

dissemination activities could be more targeted, prioritising promising researchers and 

research teams. The identification of researchers can be done through co-publication 

analysis and calls for networking grants which aim to support collaboration with EU partners 

in specific H2020 calls.  

 

It was also noted that ME NCPs might have roles with characteristics of ‘Scientific Attaches’ 

and they could work closer with the EU Delegations. This implies the reconceptualization of 

NCPs’ role from information providers into contact makers.   

 

Language 

Language is an obstacle, especially in the case of SMEs. It was recommended that a set of 

basic documents on H2020 should be translated into national languages for a broader 

awareness raising.   
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Thematic Priorities 

Energy, Water, Food, Health and Environment remain main priorities shared by all ME 

countries. However, there are also new challenges emerging in the region such as: 

 Social Sciences and Humanities: Migration, Diaspora, Poverty, Youth; social aspects 

in engineering and research projects.  

 Economic development and growth; 

 Technology transfer; 

 Transformation of Middle East from ‘”oil and gas provider” to “energy provider” and 

its implications.  

 

Innovation 

In general, the issue of Innovation is dominated by an ‘academic view’ and, in many cases, 

Ministries of Education are also often responsible for innovation-related policies and 

activities. It was argued that this stems from the dominant perception of innovation which is 

linked to the linear model. It was also noted that there is a mind-set in the region that 

patents are mostly submitted by universities. The situation could be addressed with 

measures and incentives to direct SMEs and large industries in research and innovation 

activities. There are good practice examples in that field, such as the programme for 

Academia to Industry mobility in Jordan; the national grants for innovative activities of 

industries and SMEs in Iran; the development of incubators and clusters in some ME 

countries.  

 

A closer cooperation with EU clusters and European Technology Platforms should be 

envisaged in order to change the prevalent perceptions about innovation. 

 

Incentives  

Incentives, i.e. programmes, implemented in countries like Turkey or Spain, should be seen 

as good practice models. These programmes provide travel grants for proposal preparation 

and awards to successful or even eligible proposals in H2020, etc.  

 

Scientific Visas  

The procedures are still rather lengthy (up to 3 months) for getting a Visa and, in many 

cases, do not comply with the academic schedules especially for PhD students that often 

lose the semester until the Visa is obtained. 

 



 

12 

 

 

Diaspora 

Scientific diasporas are considered to be a way for strengthening the EU – ME STI 

cooperation. A first initiative could be organization of workshops in the ME countries with 

participation of scientists from the diaspora willing to contribute to the establishment of 

scientific ties and to develop H2020 proposals.   

 

Bilateral EU MS – Middle East countries STI cooperation programmes  

There was a general consensus that the bilateral programmes are, if not recessing, certainly 

stagnant in volume, strength and potential. These programmes are also rather traditional in 

their approaches (mobility among Universities, joint research projects with research 

organizations in EU) and usually focus on ‘classic’ cooperation fields such as agriculture and 

water. In Iraq the bilateral cooperation activities focus also on the nuclear energy sector. It 

was recommended that scientific diaspora through the use of bilateral programmes can 

build solid joint activities, paving the way for broader H2020 applications. 

 

Case of Iran 

The researchers in Iran have doubts about international collaboration as they are not clear 

whether cooperation with EU is accepted by the Iranian Government.  The same was also 

argued to apply for the EU researchers.  

 To redress that, a preparatory phase for re-launching the EU-Iran cooperation was 

considered to be necessary which could involve:  

 High-level agreement for collaboration in H2020 Programmes (or topics) of ‘low 

political risk’; 

 Wide dissemination and public visibility of this agreement;  

 Participation of Iran in an ERA-NET Cofund scheme as an accompanying step of 

the agreement.   

 

In addition, it was proposed to involve Iranian researchers into ongoing projects under 

‘visitor’ status, e.g. invitations to events without being a formal partner. 

 

It is important to consider that a substantial amount of scientists work in large state 

controlled industries which are mostly out of the dissemination cycle concerning H2020, 

since the latter is mostly the duty of the Ministry of Education, which mainly addresses 

universities and research centres. 
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In the field of large research infrastructures, it was noted that Iran was cooperating with 

CERN even during the international sanctions. Among other activities, this cooperation also 

involved manufacturing of equipment for CERN.  

 

For H2020 related dissemination and other activities it was recommended to work with 

intermediate organizations acting on behalf of the Government rather than engaging 

directly with Ministries and central public bodies for sake of efficiency and swiftness.   

 

Tunisia- Associated Country to H2020 

For various rather incidental reasons, the Association of Tunisia to H2020 didn’t receive the 

necessary visibility in order to trigger a significant national effort towards the maximization 

of the benefits from the Association. In that respect, it was recommended to organize 

conferences and workshops giving wider dissemination of the opportunities arising from the 

Association. In addition, the H2020 Policy Support Facility could be addressed for a Peer 

Review of the Tunisian STI system in order to inform policy making towards necessary 

reforms. It was noted that without strong political commitment the Association would not 

bear any fruits.   
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4. Conclusions 

 

The wide variety of stakeholders attending the meetings organized under the MERID project 

provided a unique opportunity for interactions and discussions on the state-of-affairs in the 

EU – Middle East STI cooperation, the existing obstacles but also the opportunities and ways 

forward for enhancing this cooperation.  

 

The main outcome from all these meetings provides ideas on the necessary measures for 

increasing the participation in H2020, with emphasis on the information and dissemination 

needs, on the role of NCPs, the necessity to provide incentives, the role the scientific 

diaspora in EU could play, etc. In addition, obstacles have been identified, among which 

unfortunately the Visa issue is still present.  

 

All the aforementioned outcomes from the meetings shows how important is to engage 

political leaders from partner ME countries and EU  in a policy dialogue for a better 

understanding of the challenges of Networking, which is among the main reasons for the  

limited  participation of partner ME states in H2020. 

 

In parallel, the discussions revealed a series of issues in which the existing know-how in EU 

could be exploited in the context of the EU – Middle East STI cooperation. This includes the 

promotion of innovation, the improvement of the STI systems through Peer Reviews, etc.  

 

The key messages from the series of these networking meetings organized under MERID, 

complement the findings of the desk research on the status of the EU – Middle East STI 

cooperation and the views expressed in the interviews organized with stakeholders, 

constituting a solid basis for the development of the policy paper “Future EU-ME 

Cooperation Opportunities: Recommendations for an enhanced EU-Middle East STI 

Cooperation” (Del. 2.5 of the MERID project).  
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Annex I - Agenda “H2020 Regional Middle East Info-Day”, (15/12/2015 

Tehran) 

 

 

10h00 –10h20 

Welcome Remarks 

-  Welcoming  

-  High-level Iranian Official/Iran NCP 

-  Dejan Hribar, MERID Project Manager, EMUNI 

-  Rouhollah Ghadiri, Managing director of IRAMOT 

10h20– 10h35 Presentation of MERID project 

-  Dejan Hribar, MERID project manager 

10h35– 11h00 

Info Session Horizon 2020 – Presentation of opportunities and open 

calls for the Middle East researchers and innovators 

- George Bonas, CeRISS 

- Dejan Hribar, EMUNI 

11h00– 12h00 

Training session on How to apply for H2020 

- George Bonas, CeRISS 

-   Dejan Hribar, EMUNI 

12h00– 12h30 

Presentations by the Iranian partners on recent developments and 

trends in terms of STI system's structure, governance, 

strategy/priorities and international cooperation 

- Mehdi Mohammadi, IRAMOT 

12h30– 14h00  Lunch 

14h00– 15h00 

Presentation and discussion of the draft background paper by MERID 

on the Iranian STI system and governance with options of the EU-Iran 

Cooperation 

- George Bonas, Managing Director of CERISS 

15h00– 15h30 Discussion and wrap up 
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Annex II - Agenda of EMUNI Annual Conference 2016 & MERID Regional 

Event “Migration, Diaspora and    Brain Circulation- Drivers for EU-

Mediterranean Co-operation in Science, Technology and Innovation”, 

(13/5/2016 Barcelona) 

 

 

09h00 –09h15 

Welcome notes and tour de table  

-  Abdelhamid El-Zoheiry, president of the Euro-Mediterranean 

University, MERID Coordinator 

- Angel Saz-Carranza, ESADE Bussines & Law School, hosting 

consortium partner  

-  Tanya Dimitrova, European Commission, DG R&I 

09h15– 09h30 Brief explanation of Merid, objectives and work packages  

(Dejan Hribar, MERID project manager) 

09h30– 11h00 Moderated Discussion with Middle East researchers and policy makers  

11h00– 11h30 - Coffee break  
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Annex III - Agenda of MERID regional event “Towards enhancing framework 

conditions for cooperation between the European Union and the Middle 

East”, (1/12/2016 Beirut) 

 

9h00 – 9h30 Registration 

9h30 – 10h00 

Welcome Remarks 

- Mouin Hamze, Secretary General of the National Center for 

Scientific Research of Lebanon 

- Abdelhamid El-Zoheiry, President of the Euro-Mediterranean 

University 

- Maria Cristina Russo, Director for International Cooperation, DG 

Research and Innovation, European Commission 

- Christina Lassen, Ambassador, Head of the Delegation of the 

European Union to Lebanon (TBC) 

10h00– 10h40 
Keynote speeches 

- Alessandro Ovi, Vice President of the Foundation for World Wide 

Cooperation 

10h40– 11h00 

Setting the Scene 

- Angel Saz-Carranza, Director of ESADEgeo, ESADE Business and law 

School 

11h00– 11h30 

Tackling remaining obstacles in EU-Middle East cooperation 

- Abdelhamid El-Zoheiry, President of the Euro-Mediterranean 

University 

MERID Stocktaking Report 

- George Bonas, Managing Director, CeRISS 
 

11h30– 12h00 Coffee break 

12h00– 13h30 

Moderated round table on:  

- Intellectual Property Rights  
- Open Access and  
- Scientific Visas 

13h30– 14h30 Lunch break 

14h30– 16h00 
Moderated round table on:  

- Technology & Innovation Management and Transfer and  
- Cooperation in the field of Renewable Energy. 

16h00– 16h30 Wrap up 

20h00 Working dinner 
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Annex IV - Agenda “Brainstorming meeting for recommendations for an 

enhanced EU-Middle East STI   Cooperation”, (5/4/2017 Piran) 

 
 

09h00-09h30 Registration 

09h30-09h45 Welcome & introduction to the Meeting 

- George Bonas, Managing Director of CeRISS 

 

09h45-10h15 Presentation of the background material (country reports, stocktaking 

report, interviews, meeting in Beirut, etc.) 

Open discussion on key issues and possible recommendations 

- Cooperation in H2020: Barriers, expectations, NCP support, role of Diaspora, etc. 

- Mobility to and from EU: bilateral cooperation programmes, MSCA, scientific visa, etc. 

- Common EU-Middle East challenges, e.g. Global warming, Water, Food, Health threats, etc 

- Access to large research infrastructures 

- Capacity building actions: improvement of STI systems and Governance, Programme and 

project management, etc. 

- Innovation: business – academia links, cooperation with ETPs/JTIs, innovation support 

framework (legal, financial, incentives), etc. 

10h15-11h30 First Session  

11h30-12h00 Coffee Break 

12h00-13h30 Second Session  

13h30-14h30 Lunch Break 

14h30-16h00 Third Session 

16h00-16h30 Coffee Break 

16h30-17h00  Wrap-up, improvements and missing points 

17h00-17h30 Discussion on drafting, consolidation process and time schedule for 

the Recommendations 

17h30 End of the meeting 

  

 


